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Drama, Poetry, and History
Greek dramas (plays) consisted of comedies  
and tragedies. Two famous dramatists were  
Aeschylus and Sophocles. They typically wrote 
about the problems of humans who have hubris  
or too much pride. Together, they both wrote  
hundreds of plays. Aeschylus wrote the plays  
Oresteia and Agamemnon, and Sophocles wrote 
Oedipus and Antigone. 
Poetry also developed under the Greeks. Homer 
wrote the Iliad and the Odyssey, epic poems that 
were not written but were told orally. These poems 
described the Trojan War and are one of the main 
ways we know about that war today.
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You Mean the Ancient Greeks Made Contributions 
that Last until Today?

The Parthenon in Athens. 
Source: thinkstockphotos

Greek Columns  
Source: http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/ 
extmedia?id=ar125260&st=columns&em=lr000309

A performance of Oedipus. 
Source: http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/media?id=pc334133&st=oedipus

Sculpture and Architecture
Phidias a famous Greek sculptor designed and built the sculpture of Athena in the Parthenon, a large temple in Athens. This 
building was considered so significant that it has been copied many times throughout history. Another major architectural  
invention by the Greeks was different types of columns. Three types of columns were used by the Greeks: Doric, Ionic, 

Later, Herodotus began to record historical events, trying to keep an accurate record of human events.  He was the 
source of much of the ancient history we know today. The study of history continued with Thucydides who looked at 
events and noticed that certain themes repeated themselves throughout history. 

and Corinthian. Doric columns had no base (bottom) and a simple top. Ionic columns 
had a base and a scroll at the top. Corinthian columns were the most ornate and had  
a base with flowers and/or scrolls at the top.  

Science, Mathematics, and Philosophy
Several modern scientific and mathematical ideas or concepts were first developed by 
Greeks. Archimedes estimated the value of pi (π) and proved how to find the volume of an 
object by how much water it displaces or moves. Hippocrates created an oath to “do no harm” 
to his patients which is still used by doctors today. In mathematics, Euclid was considered  
the “Father of Geometry” as he proved many of the geometric principles we still use today.  
Pythagoras created his geometric idea that the squared sides of a right triangle equal the 
square of the hypotenuse (a2 + b2 = c2). The Greeks had many philosophers. The most 

Socrates working with students 
Source: http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?
id=GALE%7CPC2587287120&v=2.1&u=
fallschurch&it=r&p=GPS&sw=w

famous – Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle – opened 
schools. Socrates, who lived during the Golden Age, 
questioned society. He was famous for creating the  
Socratic Method, a style of learning by asking  
questions. Plato, a student of Socrates, wrote The 
Republic about an ideal government. Studying under 
Plato, Aristotle focused on philosophy and biology, 
and later tutored Alexander the Great.
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Quick Review

Connection to Today
Come up with three examples from your high school experience or 
in other parts of society where you see elements of Greek thinking. 
Describe how we have expanded or changed the idea to our  
usage today.

Resources
Learn 360
● Classical Greek Philosophy (http://goo.gl/fni0)

● Archimedes Screw  (http://goo.gl/d91qu)

1. What type of column is seen below? 

3. Which Greek individual would likely be found working in a hospital?

A. Doric
B. Ionic
C. Corinthian
D. Egyptian

4. Why do you think we continue to study the Ancient Greeks and 
their civilization today? Provide 2-4 reasons.

Key Vocabulary
Drama: a play, or a show in a theater with 
actors playing roles

Hubris: too much pride

Oral: done by speaking 

Epic Poems: A long poem that tells about 
heroic actions or has cultural importance

Prove: to show how something is true

Ornate: excessively decorated and often 
flashy or showy

Oath: a promise

Philosopher: a thinker who uses logic or 
reason to understand the nature of the universe, 
human society, and morality

A. Archimedes
B. Socrates
C. Hippocrates
D. Homer

2. Which philosopher would complete the sequence?

A. Aristotle B. Euclid C. Archimedes D. Phidias
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ionic_order.svg

Source: http://commons.wiki-
media.org/wiki/File:Socrates_
in_Thomas_Stanley_His-
tory_of_Philosophy.jpg

Source: http://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plato-
raphael.jpg 

Source: http://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Aristotle_1.jpg


